HERTFORD TOWN U-18  3    HODDESDON TOWN U-18  0
Southern Counties Floodlit Youth League, Nemean Division
Wednesday 31st August 2011
Young Hoddesdon team Goes Down Fighting!

Hoddesdon Town’s Under-18 squad started the new campaign as a young team containing all but one Under-17 players. This group of Hoddesdon boys will be together for two years and will learn a lot along the way. The boys produced a naive first half performance on Wednesday evening to eventually lose away against a good, strong Hertford Town side. The match was played at Hertingfordbury, home of Hertford Town F.C., on a pleasant August evening. There was a sizeable crowd at the game and the Hoddesdon loyal support was out in force. 
Overall, the contest was very entertaining for a neutral, and Hoddesdon were positive throughout. Having played so well in pre-season, Hoddesdon Manager Dean Barker was missing seven players through injury, suspension and summer holidays, and captain Nathan Feely was playing for the First Team at Welwyn Garden City. 
Hoddesdon started much the brighter of the two teams, and a great through ball from Lorenzo Scibelli sent Lee Scott through one-on-one in the tenth minute. As he knocked the ball past the keeper Scott was taken out, and although a free kick was awarded the Hertford keeper was very lucky to stay on the pitch. The home side came more into the game as the half progressed and took the lead in the twenty-fifth minute when a long pass over the top sent the Hertford striker through on goal and he calmly slotted the ball home. 25 minutes, 1-0. 
Hoddesdon’s manager Dean Barker had to make a change in the thirtieth minute, birthday boy Jordan Plummer pulling his hamstring and being replaced by Nathan Jose. The Hoddesdon defence failed to learn from their earlier mistake, and another long ball over the top in the thirty-fifth minute produced the same result with this time the Hertford striker lobbing the ball home to make it 2-0. 35 minutes, 3-0. Hoddesdon rallied again and the home ‘keeper made a good gave from a Joe Godfrey shot on goal. Half Time 2-0. 
The team talk at half time didn’t go to plan at the start of the second half as a short corner at which the Hoddesdon boys weren’t switched on caught out the defence and suddenly Hoddesdon were three down. 50 minutes, 3-0.  
Credit goes to the boys after this setback, they totally dominated the final forty minutes of the game. Hoddesdon wingers Mason Ellis and Lee Scott were causing all sorts of problems to the Hertford defence with their pace and skill. Strikers Joe Godfrey and Lorenzo Scibelli were looking lively with their pace and movement up front. Captain Danny Barnes and Nathan Jose were now controlling the midfield, and the defensive five of goalkeeper Simon Bodian and defenders Sam Cullum, Jack Boscvic, Adam Baylis and Tommy Rann were getting stuck in and looking more assured against the very strong and physical Hertford attack. The lads never gave up and had six chances in the final forty minutes, Joe Godfrey, Lee Scott, Danny Barnes, Lorenzo Scibelli and Mason Ellis all going close with shots at goal. 
Manager Dean Barker made his second substitution after 70 minutes, bringing on Scott Langley who looked very lively having replaced the hard working Lee Scott. Sam Rawlings came on for the final ten minutes to replace the committed Tommy Rann and to shore up the defence. Whilst Hoddesdon huffed and puffed they couldn’t get that consolation goal or two that their second half performance deserved. 
The players and management trio of Dean Barker, Mark Feely and Nick Ince were disappointed to lose their first game as a group but were very proud of all the 14 players used against a Hertford Town team that with a 6ft 7ins centre back, and a striker who knows where the back of the net is, will do well this season. Every player had given their all, and the Hoddesdon boys will have to getting used to being the underdog this season. Against higher level opposition all the players will have to raise their game. 
First Team manager Andy Crawford has some great players coming through the system and it was just a shame tonight that the game was played on the same night as a First Team contest. The man-of-the-match award was a hard decision to make, with all 14 players used battling for the badge, but for his tough tacking and determination Jack Boscvic was given the accolade. 
Hoddesdon now prepare for the their biggest game of the season as the young Under-17 boys playing in the age level above take on Blue Square Conference South Club Boreham Wood away next Tuesday night, 6th September, with a 7.45pm kick-off. First Round contests in the FA Youth Cup don’t come much tougher than that! 
Under-18 Manager Dean Barker will be hoping for a similar result to last season when his previous Under-18 squad beat a Boreham Wood side containing three England players! The coaching staff and players are looking forward to the game and to seeing the boys continue the same high level of performance they have been producing in recent weeks. It is hoped the loyal Hoddesdon support will turn up in large numbers to support the Lilywhites as all the players and management truly appreciate it.
Hoddesdon Town 31 08 11
Simon Bodian, Sam Cullum, Jack Boscvic, Adam Baylis, Jordan Plummer (Nathan Jose, 30), Tommy Rann (Sam Rawlings, 80), Lorenzo Scibelli, Danny Barnes(C), Joe Godfrey, Lee Scott (Scott Langley, 70), Mason Ellis.

