BOREHAM WOOD U-18  8    HODDESDON TOWN U-18  0
FA Youth Cup, Preliminary Round
Tuesday 6th September 2011
YOUNG HODDESDON OUTCLASSED
Hoddesdon Town’s Under-18 side travelled to Blue Square South side Boreham Wood in the FA Youth Cup containing all but two Under-17 players. This group of Hoddesdon boys will be together for two years and will learn a lot along the way. The boys were outclassed from start to finish against a full time academy side who train every day and have a choice of over 40 boys to choose from, including England Internationals within their ranks. 
The match was played at the lovely home of Boreham Wood F.C. on a wet September evening. There was a decent crowd at the game and the Hoddesdon loyal support was out in force. The game in all honesty was a non-event, and the hardest possible draw for this young Hoddesdon team. Manager Dean Barker was missing four players through injury meaning he gave a debut to centre back Bradley Swaile. The Lilywhites worked hard and actually could have taken the lead when Joe Godfrey had a great chance at goal, but he couldn’t get enough power behind his effort. From that point on Boreham Wood totally dominated the remaining first half and went into the break 5 goals to the good.               Half Time 5-0. 
The team talk at half time was about learning and battling in the second half and to give credit to the Hoddesdon players they certainly gave their all in the second half. Under-18 manager Dean Barker brought on Nathan Jose for the injured Adam Baylis at the start of the second half, and it was Jose who made the difference in midfield. Hoddesdon wingers Mason Ellis and Lorenzo Scibelli started to disrupt the Boreham Wood full backs a little more, Strikers Joe Godfrey and Joe Bristow were looking lively with their pace and movement up front. 
Later in the game, Danny Barnes and Nathan Jose were now controlling midfield, and the defensive five of goalkeeper Simon Bodian, defenders Tommy Rann, Jack Boskovic, Bradley Swaile and captain Nathan Feely were getting stuck in and looking more assured against the very strong and physical Boreham Wood attack. 
Credit to Hoddesdon they never gave up and had three or four chances in the final forty minutes, Lorenzo Scibelli and Mason Ellis going close with shots at goal. The captain of Boreham Wood should have been sent off after fifty-eight minutes when a knee high two footed karate kick on Danny Barnes went unpunished. 
Manager Dean Barker made his second substitution after sixty minutes, bringing on the pacey Lee Scott who replaced the hard working Joe Bristow. Alex Gaskell came on for the final twenty minutes to replace the committed Mason Ellis. Hoddesdon huffed and puffed but conceded three more goals towards the end of the half. 
The players and management trio of Dean Barker, Mark Feely and Frank Piazza were disappointed to lose so early in the FA Youth Cup, but were very proud of all the fourteen players used against a Boreham Wood side, that with full time training should beat most teams. Every player had given their all, and the Hoddesdon lads will have to get fitter, train harder and show a more physical side to their game to improve in future contests. 
First Team manager Andy Crawford has some great players coming through the system and it was just a shame once again tonight that the game was played on the same night as a First Team fixture. The man-of-the-match award was a hard decision to make with all fourteen players used battling for the badge, but for his never-say-die attitude and for pulling off some wonderful saves Simon Bodian was given the award. Hoddesdon now prepare for their next League game as the young Under-17 boys playing a year above their level take on Codicote away from home next Thursday night, 15th September, with a  7.45pm kick off. The two teams have met already in a pre-season friendly. Under-18 manager Dean Barker will be hoping for a big response from all his players to see how they react to a defeat such as this. The coaching staff and players are looking forward to the game. We hope the loyal Hoddesdon support will turn up in large numbers to support the Lilywhites as all the players and management appreciate it.

Hoddesdon Town 06 09 11
Simon Bodian, Bradley Swaile, Jack Boskovic, Adam Baylis (Nathan Jose, 45), Nathan Feely (C), Tommy Rann, Lorenzo Scibelli, Danny Barnes,Joe Godfrey, Joe Bristow (Lee Scott, 60), Mason Ellis (Alex Gaskell, 70).

