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HODDESDON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB
Founded 1879
PRESS RELEASE


LILYWHITES TO VISIT BAY IN JULY
Two clubs 260 miles apart but each with their own unique piece of Non-League football history will this year go head-to-head in an historic pre-season friendly to herald the start of a brand new campaign.  

Hoddesdon Town FC, founded in 1879, were the first winners of the FA Vase in April 1975 when Epsom & Ewell were beaten 2-1 in a Wembley final played out in front of nearly 10,000 spectators. Thirty-six years further on, sixty-one year old Whitley Bay FC completed their third successive FA Vase win, and their fourth overall (2002 and 2009-11), to become the first club ever to achieve such a feat. When over five-hundred clubs now set off on the FA Challenge Vase trail in August each year, to be unbeaten over three complete seasons is quite remarkable.  
Thanks to a great piece of personal diplomacy and negotiation whilst on a school trip to the Whitley Bay area recently, Hoddesdon’s Under-18 manager Dean Barker has been instrumental in setting up what for the Hertfordshire-based side is their most prestigious pre-season friendly for as long as anyone still at the Club can remember. 

The squad of players, team Management and a dozen Committee members from Hoddesdon Town will travel up to Newcastle early on Saturday morning 16th July, and after enjoying an overnight stay in the North East will return late on Sunday 17th. The game is scheduled to kick off at 3pm on Saturday 16th July.

Hoddesdon Town feel very privileged to be offered this opportunity to play at Whitley Bay after their groundsman agreed this could be the first home game for them following the summer work on the pitch. Both clubs will be hoping for a decent crowd, including a few interested groundhoppers, to come and witness this unique meeting of two clubs for whom the FA Challenge Vase competition has a special place in their respective playing history.        
Please contact Andy Crawford, Manager of Hoddesdon Town FC, for any further information

Email:          crawfordspur@aol.com
Telephone:   07826 125 291
