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HODDESDON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB
ANNUAL PRESENTATION DINNER 2009/10
Steve Cawley and Kevin Metivier each cap a fine season with two awards apiece.
After another long, arduous and weather-hit fifty-nine game season for the First Team, Hoddesdon Town held their Annual Presentation Dinner at the Old Owens Sports Club in Potters Bar last Friday. The Club was packed out with 85 players, members and guests enjoying a very popular evening with good food, and top class entertainment later in the evening from the highly rated local band, Roundabout Zoo. Chairman Roger Merton welcomed all the guests in attendance, including President Peter Haynes and fellow Rotarian and Life Vice President Eric Cockman. He also welcomed the eight-strong contingent from the Varney family, amongst whom were former Hoddesdon Town Committee stalwart, octogenarian Fred Varney and his wife Betty.
The Chairman’s opening remarks included a tribute to four people who passed away during the course of the season, former Chairman Elmer Elliott, former First Team Manager Terry Scales, lifelong supporter John Butler and, most tragically of all, eighteen-year old and Reserve Team player Ryan Harrison.     

Mr Merton went on to thank all the players, and the senior Management team of Geoff O’Vell and Paul Surridge who had guided the First Team to fourth place in the SSMFL Division One table, the Final of the Division One Cup and a superb run in the FA Vase. Several Step 5 clubs were beaten in various competitions during the course of the season, a good indication of the strength of the squad. Despite another good run-in to the end of the season, the campaign had been tinged with a little disappointment, with several crucial single goals defeats denting the promotion push. Mike Baker and Ryan Nash had joined the Management team as Sports Therapist and Kit Manager respectively, and the support they had provided made a tremendous difference to match day activities.  Reserve Team Manager Herman Dyer, together with Soner Ali, Mark Drake and Steve Ricketts, had put together a young and enthusiastic side that had finished the season in a creditable mid-table eighth place. They had provided tremendous support to the First Team, especially in the latter stages of the season, and the elevation to the First Team of both Tony Cookey and Jason Sorial had been particularly successful. The Chairman thanked all the players from both senior teams who had shown loyalty and camaraderie throughout the season, and who had given supporters many fine performances to savour. 
The high spots of the season had been many. They included scoring ninety eight League goals, the most in the Club’s twenty-six season tenure in the SSMFL, with the best run since 1992 reaching the last sixty-four of the FA Vase, appearing in the semi-final of the Herts. Charity Shield in which they very unfortunate to be beaten 1-0 by a Premier Division side  and reaching the Final of the Division One Cup, the first SSMFL cup final achieved since 1998. Three Hoddesdon Town players, Steve Cawley, Tony Neilson and Jason Sorial featured in the top nineteen of SSMFL Division One scorers, and the Club was the best supported in 20 SSMFL Division One home League games with an average of 60 supporters per game. Out of fifty-nine SSMFL clubs in total, they were the twelfth best supported.  
The midweek Under-18 side was the star performer in the growing Youth section, winning the Olympian Division of the Southern Counties Floodlit Youth League following that up with a superb 2-1 win against Dunstable Town Blues in the Final of the Brian Hitchings Challenge Trophy. During the season they had provided several players for the Reserves, and in two cases for the First Team. The Chairman was delighted to also report that for 2009/10 the Under-14 side had finished Runners-up in their U-14 Division and were losing finalists in their Divisional Cup, and the Under-12 side were due to feature in a play-off game for second and third place. (STOP PRESS: Subsequently we learned they won 3-1 to finish as runners-up).  He thanked those Youth Team representatives who had come to the Presentation Dinner and, under the control of Chairman of Gary Collard, everyone who had been involved with the whole Youth set-up from Under-18 to Under-9 during the season. He expressed his hope that they would go on to become the backbone of the Senior club in the campaigns to come. 
The Annual Presentation Dinner gives the Chairman the opportunity to publicly thank all his backroom staff that includes his wife Jenny, Brenda & Alan Timpson, Jane & Colin Sinden, Jean & Jim Briggs, Elaine & Graham Phillips, Janet & Robert Butler, David Butler, Jon Dean, Stuart Varney, Soner Ali, Doug Wildey, Gary Collard, Nick Cherrill, Steve Ricketts, Cathy Reyner and player representative Aaron Tourlamain. The Club had again enjoyed an exemplary fine-free record off the field, thanks to the professionalism and diligence of Hon. Secretary Jane Sinden, and Reserve Team Secretary Doug Wildey. Paul Isham also came in for special mention, together with his good pal Anthony, not only for their Matchday Steward duties, but for enthusiastically carrying out many other tasks which make an enormous contribution to the smooth running of match days at Lowfield.
When it came to the presentations for the 2009/10 season, the Club’s top accolade of Player of the Year went to Kevin Metivier, who had a tremendous season in the Hoddesdon Town back four, starting fifty-three games and featuring as substitute in two others. Kevin also picked up a second award for his record as man-of-the-match.  From his peers, Steve Cawley deservedly picked up the Players’ Player of the Year award, and he also picked up an award for his man-of-the-match record. By starting in no less than fifty-six of Hoddesdon Town’s fifty-nine games, goalkeeper Alan Buck collected the Timpson Award for most appearances. Eighteen year old Colin Metivier notched up forty-eight appearances for the First Team with twenty-nine starts and nineteen substitute appearances. Damien Thomas, who has been with the Club since Geoff O’Vell took over five seasons ago, and who celebrated his one-hundred and fiftieth appearance midway through the season, received the Charlie Brown Award presented to a player or member of the management team who, in the opinion of the Committee, shows unstinting commitment to the Club. Another stalwart, Nick Newbury, completing his third full season during which he made his one-hundredth appearance, deservedly picked up the Stuart Parker Award for his exemplary loyalty and standards both on and off the field. The Reserve Team Player of the Year award went to one of Herman Dyer’s loyal and dedicated band of players, Jamie Curtis, with another his stalwarts, Dane Dyer picking up the Reserves Players’ Player award. 
The full list of award winners was as follows:

First Team Player of the Year:



Kevin Metivier
First Team Players’ Player:




Steve Cawley
Timpson Trophy for First Team Appearances:

Allan Buck
Jim Briggs Trophy for Man-of-the-Match awards:
Steve Cawley








Kevin Metivier
Stuart Parker Award:




Nick Newbury
Charlie Brown Award:




Damien Thomas
Reserves Player of the Year:



Jamie Curtis
Reserves Players’ Player:




Dane Dyer
Reserves Man-of-the-Match award:


Jamie Curtis








Billy Jones       
Reserves Most Improved Player:



Nathan Ricketts
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