GORLESTON TOWN 1 HODDESDON TOWN 4
Pre-season friendly

Saturday 28th July 2007

In a bold move previously unprecedented in Hoddesdon Town’s  pre-season activities, Manager Geoff O’Vell took fourteen players and five of his support staff to Gorleston for a short weekend break. A friendly had been arranged with Gorleston Town for Saturday afternoon, and after the game the squad enjoyed the generous hospitality of their hosts before hitting the town. 

In the game, played before a crowd of around 150, the home side dominated much of the first half, but against the run of play went behind to a LEE TOMBS goal the half hour.  Gorleston deservedly equalised before half time, direct from a corner, and whilst Mark Foster was disappointed to have conceded the goal, he had brought off a couple of brave saves to more than atone for what might have been a single error of judgement. After the break the home side brought out a totally changed squad which apparently included a few of their stronger players.

However, it was Hoddesdon who took command of the second half, pressing their hosts back, and they played some good football on the immaculate Gorleston surface. Twelve minutes into the half PETER ULATOWSKI grabbed the first of another useful brace of goals when he sprung the offside trap to finish coolly. LEE TOMBS notched his second goal four minutes later when he converted a great cross from the right, and the icing on the cake came with just a few minutes remaining when ULATOWSKI poked the ball home from close range. 

Geoff O’Vell was delighted with performance of his fourteen man squad, especially in view of the fact that Gorleston had twenty four players at their disposal, and could bring on a totally fresh full X1 for the second half. Hoddesdon’s two goalscorers looked particularly sharp and Carlo Casali was in good form, but man-of-the match by a two to one vote was Matt Spiers. 

The high quality of this pre-season friendly, the large crowd and the excellent facilities and hospitality at Gorleston made this a highly successful weekend to remember for the twenty-strong Hoddesdon squad. The home side were also delighted as they have invited Hoddesdon Town back next season, and would themselves like to visit Lowfield if and when the opportunity arises.    
