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HODDESDON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB

CHARITY BEGINS AT HODDESDON TOWN!

ISABEL HOSPICE ENJOYS AN £1,100 BOOST FROM 

HODDESDON TOWN’S FORMER PLAYERS 

When Hoddesdon Town’s Deputy Chairman Stewart Edwards died in February 2006 aged just 54, the Club lost not only a valued Officer, but also a close and dear friend to everyone who had been in contact with him in nearly 14 years at the Club. Such was Stewart’s esteem at the Club, last year nearly thirty former players took part in a charity match against a current side as a tribute to Stewart and to celebrate his time with the Club, and £1050 was raised for the Leonard Cheshire Home in Dorchester. All the players asked to do the same in 2007, but this time they wanted to stage a match between two sets of former players, and forty of them responded. This year, it was decided by the Committee to support the charity chosen by the Mayor of Broxbourne, Cllr. Charles Tranham, in his year of office, Isabel Hospice in Welwyn Garden City, and so that became the theme for the day.   

On a cloudy but mild and pleasant early October Sunday afternoon at Lowfield, most of those forty players were fit and available to play. One or two had to send their apologies for late arranged commitments or injury, but the whole afternoon became a celebration of Stewart’s time with the Club, and many old friends turned up to support the contest. Before the game, both teams were introduced to the Guests of Honour, the Mayor of Broxbourne, Stewart’s mother and brother Josie and Lyndon Edwards, and President of the Football Club Peter Haynes.    
The large crowd was treated to a terrific exhibition of passing football and silky skills as all the players rolled back the Lowfield years. Joel Miller then got the green team away to the best possible start with an early goal, although the blue team did manage to find an equaliser before half time.  The ball spent hardly any time off the field of play as the ball was knocked around, and the feature of the first half was the stopping skills of goalkeepers John Walton and John Catherall. Walton wowed the crowd with a terrific save high to his left from a Jon Dean penalty, and Catherall dived to claw the ball away from the base of his right hand post when a goal looked to be certain.   
Throughout the second half the score stretched out 4-2 in favour of the green team as Joel Miller completed his hat-trick. Pablo Ardiles, son of the Club’s patron Ossie, came on to make a guest appearance for the blue team, levelling the scores at 2-2 before the greens pulled away again. A penalty late in the game gave the blue team a lifeline as they made it 4-3, and with the Referee looking at his watch and trying to level the scores with a dodgy penalty, he found he didn’t need to as Jon Dean, now in goal for the greens, obliged with an error of judgement at his near post! 
The game fittingly finished at 4-4, but the final score didn’t matter, it was the occasion that drew everyone to Lowfield, and as a result of the fund-raising activities on the day, the fantastic sum of £1,100 was raised for the Isabel Hospice through the Mayor’s Fund. To round off the day, former Lilywhite goalkeeper John ‘the Cat’ Catherall and six members of his top showband Souled Out, treated all the members, players and friends to an energetic hour of soul classics in the Lowfield clubhouse. 

Everyone at the Club would like to thank all those people who turned up for the match, all the players, the Match Officials, members of the Edwards family and the spectators who gave up their Sunday afternoon, and some of their cash, for a worthy cause. Behind the scenes of a game such as this there is a group of hard-working Committee and Club members who give up their time to make it work, and Chairman Roger Merton thanks each and every one of them for making Stewart’s second tribute match such a resounding success. The Mayor was absolutely delighted with what had been done on behalf of him and his chosen charity, and he thanked each and every player for giving up their time to support him. 
(2)
Once again Lowfield has been the venue for a successful Charity fund-raising activity, and this one again exceeded all expectations of money raised. Hoddesdon Town Football Club has raised many thousands of pounds for charitable organisations in the past thirty years especially, and when there is such a rich vein of talent as former Hoddesdon Town players upon which to call, the task of supporting worthwhile charities is made so much easier. All the players want to continue this annual occasion so that the charitable work can continue, and so they can all have an excuse to play a game of football and meet long lost friends once again. Next year it is hoped it will be a family day in mid-September when it may be a little more comfortable outside. Stewart had undoubtedly left an indelible mark on the memory of most of the players with whom he came into contact during his time at the Club, and surely on this day he was again looking down with a grin on his face as the old hamstrings and calf muscles started to tweak under the strain. 
Blue team, Older Former XI:

John Walton, Tommy Stephens, Peter Risley, Jeff Cross, Lee Browne, John Luckie, Dave Wilson, Steve Gooding, Gary Cummins, Danny Browne, Mark Kozak

Subs and ringers, all used: Paul Winder (GK), Tony Walker, Mel Musa, Gary Laffar, Pablo Ardiles

Manager: Stuart Parker, Assistant: Jim Briggs, Physio: Louisa Scott

Green team, Younger Former XI:

John Catherall, Phil Barnes, Ritchie Simmonds, Danny Atkins, Paul Mann, Joel Miller, Daryl Mitchell, Paul Evitt, Spencer Knight, Rocco Tona, Dave Russell

Subs, all used: Jon Dean (GK and outfield), Don Nicholson

Manager: Gary Conner, Assistant: Jim Briggs, Physio: Louisa Scott

Also appearing at the ground, either injured or too old otherwise they would have taken part, were Micky Eldridge, Clive Robbins, Paul Robbins, Brian Smith, Mark Moring, Neil Conner, Mark Foster and Glenn Swaby.       

Match Officials:

Referee, Mr Mike Childs (Ware), 

Assistants, Mr Stuart Varney (Harlow) and Mr Ian Hobbs (Ware)          
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