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CUP FINAL DREAM LIVES ON!
On Wednesday evening, at the home of football, Hoddesdon Town’s Under-18 side hosted  an AFC Dunstable side  who, in the previous Round of this competition, had beaten professional outfit Luton Town. The pitch was in the best condition it has been all season and the grounds men deserves huge praise for this after the poor weather experienced in the days prior to the game, with this being the only Under-18 game played on the night. A large crowd saw a cup thriller, action-packed with goals, a penalty miss, open goal misses, red cards, yellow cards and the woodwork being struck on several occasions. Football League scouts from Southend United and Barnet F.C. were in attendance looking at a few Hoddesdon players who are certainly impressing. 
The Lilywhites supporters were impressed with what was the best Hoddesdon Town  performance of the season to date. The lads are gradually improving week by week, the confidence is high, the players and management provide an atmosphere in which the boys enjoy playing together, and it is showing on and off the field of play. 
Hoddesdon dominated much of the play against their higher level opponents, and it is no wonder the crowds are getting bigger every week. Lowfield, with SCFYL Fixtures Secretary Roger Abraham a regular visitor, was packed with Hoddesdon management, Committee members, First Team players, and family and friends and the support from everyone from inside the club is hugely appreciated. Acting as one club, no matter whether it is the First Team, Reserve Team,  'A' Team or the Under-18s, and the boys are enjoying playing for Hoddesdon Town Football Club. The loyal and committed Hoddesdon supporters were no doubt  impressed with the spirit and determination the boys showed on the night. 
As is always the case in big games, Hoddesdon had a fully strong squad to choose from, and the boys on the bench would walk into most other Under-18 sides in the local area. The Hoddesdon boys were well up for the game knowing a quarter final at Oxhey Jets awaited the winners. Manager Dean Barker made two changes from the team that beat table toppers and local rivals Hertford Town the previous week, bringing back goal machine Connor Bancans up front and tricky Reserve Team player Lorenzo Scibelli on the wing. 
The Hoddesdon boys were in confident mood having been playing so well in recent weeks and they have now only lost once in their last seven games. This showed with their lovely passing.  Hoddesdon dominated from start to finish and at the end of the ninety minutes had scored two goals, missed a penalty, hit the post, hit the bar and had twenty shots on target!
 Hoddesdon began on fire and took the lead in the twenty-fourth minute. A great through ball from Captain Danny Barnes found prolific Under-16 striker EMMANUEL MELFORD-ROSE who, when through one-on-one with the ‘keeper, got the crowd on their feet with a great, cool finish. 24 minutes, 1-0. There is a great team spirit amongst the boys, and it showed with every single player celebrating the goal with Emmanuel. This allows new players to come in the changing room and immediately feel at home. 
The home side were enjoying the night and the football was a pleasure to watch. Hoddesdon went further in front in the thirty-fifth minute when the outstanding Emmaunel Melford-Rose had an effort on goal that was well saved by the big and outstanding Dunstable ‘keeper. Unfortunately for him the rebound fell to CONNOR BANCANS who slotted home his sixth goal of the season. 35 minutes, 2-0. Hoddesdon had a penalty appeal turned down two minutes later when the Assistant Referee flagged for a foul on Emmanuel Melford -Rose inside the penalty area, but the Referee overruled him!  By now, Hoddesdon were pressing all over the pitch and were testing the keeper from different angles. Dan Pett, Joe Bristow, Lorenzo Scibelli, Adam Bayliss and Danny Barnes all had efforts on goal that were well saved by the Dunstable ‘keeper. Hoddesdon continued the onslaught and unfortunate to go into the break only 2-0 ahead. 

At half time the management were pleased with the boys’ performance but stressed the need to keep up that high level tempo in the second half. The hosts started the second half brightly with first choice goalkeeper Simon Bodian looking assured and confident between the posts. Excellent right back Bradley Swaile was getting stuck in and will be pushing to get in the Reserves in the coming weeks. Dean Carroll, (being watched by his Aunt and Uncle) together with Adam Baylis were outstanding, and looking solid as a pair against a lively Dunstable forward. Left back Jack Boskovic, who never lets his team mates down, was a rock as ever. 
Lorenzo Scibelli was back to his best on the left wing, how he wins so many headers no one knows, and Joe Bristow, whose attitude in recent weeks, having been moved to right wing, has been superb was working hard for the team. The high quality midfield pairing of Dan Pett and captain Danny Barnes was running an exhibition in midfield, showing how a double act can work so well. The goal machine strike force of Emmanuel Melford-Rose and Connor Bancans never gave the Dunstable defence a second on the ball, and looked like scoring every time the hosts went forward. Hoddesdon should have gone further ahead on the hour when the visitors’ ‘keeper failed to clear the ball properly, Danny Barnes returned the ball straight over his head and as the ball was going in the net a Dunstable defender tipped it  over the bar with his hand!  A great save but, the only problem was, in football you are not allowed to prevent a goalscoring opportunity by handling the ball, and so the player had to go.  The visitors were down to ten men men and Hoddesdon were awarded a penalty. Connor Bancans stepped up, but his weak shot was saved easily by the Dunstable ‘keeper. A good job done by the defender then!!

Hoddesdon nearly went further in front in the sixty-second minute when a superb corner delivery from Danny Barnes found the head of Lorenzo Scibelli, but his header cannoned off the post and away to safety. Controversy was not far away three minutes when Lorenzo Scibelli was a little late with a challenge, but to the surprise of the whole crowd the Referee sent the youngster off, and Hoddesdon were also down to ten men. 
The hard working Connor Bancans was replaced in the seventieth minute by the loyal Joe Godfrey returning from illness.  Joe has been impressing in the Reserves this season and has been on the bench for the First Team. 
AFC Dunstable pulled a goal back in the seventieth-fourth minute with one of their few shots on goal throughout the game when some slack Hoddesdon defending allowed a forward to finish with aplomb. 74 minutes, 2-1. 
Returning from injury,  wing wizard Mason Ellis replaced the brilliant Joe Bristow in the eightieth minute, and his touch was as spot on as ever. The visitors  could have equalised in the eighty-second minute when one of their forwards squandered a simple tap-in opportunity at the back post. As the saying goes in football when you have chance after chance you have to kill the game off, but Hoddesdon were lucky and on this occasion were not made to pay. 
The ever reliable Alex Gaskell came on in the eighty-eighth minute to replace the very talented and popular Emmanuel Melford-Rose, who had worked his socks off! Hoddesdon were making it a nervous end for their supporters and had further chances to extend their lead in the final few minutes. Both Mason Ellis and Alex Gaskell went close but for them it was not meant to be. 
When the final whistle was blown, the players and the management foursome of Dean Barker, Gary Simmonds, Mark Feely and Tom Massey were ecstatic, having added another big scalp to that of top League team Berkhamsted. The Stewart Edwards Stadium has become a fortress, and it’s a shame the remaining League games and the quarter final against Oxhey Jets to be played in February are all away from home.  With the boys working their socks off for the badge and producing some excellent goals and football for the supporters, it is a pleasure to be involved in the Under-18 set up at the moment. Special thanks must also got to Tina Rowe and Jenny Merton who are always making behind-the- scenes work a lot easier for the management. The lads worked hard and deserved their cup victory on the night to move into the quarter finals. All fourteen players used and the two boys on the bench for the night, Tommy Rann and Scott Langley, were all superb, and Dean Barker was a proud manager at the end of the game. The man-of-the-match award was a hard decision to make with all 14 players in the frame, but for his great work ethic, his excellent finish, scoring two vital goals in two games having moved up from the Under-16 set- up and causing the AFC Dunstable defence sleepless nights, Emmanuel Melford-Rose was handed the accolade. Emmanuel Melford Rose is certainly a name to note for the future. The Hoddesdon Under-18 players and managers dedicated the win to Graham Phillips and his wife Elaine. Graham does a lot for the boys and could not attend the game as he had to take Elaine to hospital. 

The youngsters now prepare for their League game next week, which just happens to be the massive local derby against top-of-the-table side and local rivals Waltham Abbey. Hoddesdon drew 1-1 with The Abbey at Lowfield in late October thanks to a Connor Bancans goal. It is hoped the loyal Hoddesdon support, Committee members, all the managers from the Senior set up, Club players and members of the Club will again turn up in large numbers to support the young Lilywhites! 

Hoddesdon Town Under-18  18 02 12
Simon Bodian, Bradley Swaile, Jack Boskovic, Dan Pett, Dean Carroll,Adam Bayliss, Joe Bristow (Mason Ellis, 80), Danny Barnes (C), Emmanuel Melford-Rose (Alex Gaskell, 88), Connor Bancans (Joe Godfrey, 70), Lorenzo Scibelli














