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LEAGUE LEADERS LEAVE EMPTY HANDED FROM LOWFIELD!
Hoddesdon Town’s Under-18 side hosted Nemean Division leaders Hertford Town at the home of football last Tuesday. The pitch was in great condition and the Under-18s largest crowd of the season came out to support the boys on a cold but pleasant January evening. The Lilywhites’ supporters were to be impressed with what was the best performance of the season to date. 
The Hoddesdon team is gradually improving week by week, they are being helped by playing every week together and by playing adult football. Seven 16 year old players have featured in First Team football already this season, and with most of the team being under seventeen years of age the target next season will be silverware, with the current campaign being part of a learning curve. Some of the football the boys produced in this game was a joy to watch, and the crowd thought they were sitting at home with their feet up watching Barcelona on Sky Sports! 
The assembled crowd included First Team Manager Andy Crawford, Assistant Manager Frank Piazza, First Team Coach Nick Ince, Chesham United Manager Andy Leese, new Reserve Team Manager Neil Conner, First Team regulars Tom Massey and Kieron Extence,  the ever-loyal Jon Dean, Mike, Tina and Neil Rowe and of course Pete Barker who never misses a game. Also at Lowfield were the Club’s Chairman  Roger Merton and his wife Jenny whose tremendous help and support is fully appreciated by the Under-18 management.

The loyal and committed Hoddesdon supporters were to be impressed with the spirit and determination the boys showed on the night. With the squad missing regulars Mason Ellis, Nathan Feely, Lorenzo Scibelli, John MacNamara, Joe Godfrey, Connor Bancans and Nathan Jose through injury, illness, and exams, the Hoddesdon boys showed great strength in depth against the side that had beaten them 3-0 at the start of the season. The Hoddesdon boys were well up for the game with it being a local derby, and their visitors also being top of the table. With his squad effectively decimated, Manager Dean Barker gave debuts to First Team full back Dan Pett, Emmanuel Melford-Rose who was promoted from the Under-16 set up, and striker Zampriglio Luca. The returning Bradley Swaile helped to strengthened the ‘new-look’ team. 
With their slick passing, the Hoddesdon boys showed they were in confident mood having been playing so well in recent weeks during which they have now only lost once in six games. The home side dominated the proceedings from start to finish, and by the end of the ninety minutes had scored three goals, missed a penalty, hit the post, hit the bar and squandered three one-on-ones! 
Hoddesdon began the game on fire and took the lead in the twenty-second minute. A great run through the middle from Dan Pett took him past three opponents before he laid the ball to Zambriglia Luca who flicked it on superbly to Emmanuel Melford-Rose who then took it around the ‘keeper and was promptly brought down. The ‘keeper received a caution and was very lucky to stay on the pitch. Up stepped Captain Danny Barnes to bury the penalty into the top corner for his fourth Under-18 goal of the season. 22 minutes, 1-0. 
The Hoddesdon players were clearly enjoying the night and the football was a pleasure to watch. The home side went further in front in the thirty-fourth minute when the outstanding Emmaunel Melford-Rose calmly slotted home on his debut following good work from Zampriglio Luca. 34 minutes, 2-0. Hoddesdon were now pressing all over the pitch and were testing the  visitors’ ‘keeper from all areas. Dan Pett, Joe Bristow, Scott Langley and Danny Barnes all had efforts on goal that were well saved by the Hertford Town guardian.  The Lilywhites continued the onslaught and were unfortunate not to have gone into the break even further ahead. At half time, the management did not have to say too much. They were very pleased with how the boys were playing, but stressed the need to keep up a high level of performance in the second half and not get too over confident. 
Hoddesdon started the second half brightly, with Reserve Team goalkeeper Simon Bodian distributing well from his penalty area. Superb right back Bradley Swaile was getting stuck in and not giving the Hertford left winger any space in which to work. The ever-improving Dean Carroll and the consistent Adam Baylis were looking solid as a pair against a lively Hertford forward, and left back Jack Boskovic, who has one of the best attitudes in the Club, was as solid as ever. Scott Langley was back to his best on the left wing and Joe Bristow was buzzing around and working hard for the team. The centre midfield pairing of the excellent Dan Pett and ‘Captain Fantastic’ Danny Barnes was running a master class of tackling and distribution, and the all-new strike force of Emmanuel Melford-Rose and Zampriglio Luca never gave the Hertford defence a second on the ball. 
Hoddesdon should have increased their lead in the sixty-fifth minute when a great pass by Scott Langley into the penalty area found Emmanuel Melford-Rose who was bundled over and a penalty was awarded. Up stepped captain Danny Barnes again, but this time with the England rugby squad having being announced earlier in the day, best to say his penalty would have been better served in that form of the game as the ball flew over the Hertford crossbar!

Having worked his socks off and been unlucky not to score, the hard working Scott Langley was replaced in the seventieth  minute by loyal squad member Alex Gaskell. Alex almost made an immediate impact with his first touch in the seventy-second minute when he hit an unstoppable shot that beat the Hertford ‘keeper and cannoned to safety  off the woodwork. Hoddesdon did manage to go three goals to the good in the seventy-fifth minute when Zampriglio Luca reaped his reward for a fine debut when he slotted the ball home.                 75 minutes, 3-0.  All the boys as a team celebrated the with their management. Team spirit is excellent and no matter who plays the boys are in it together. 
Akram Mohammed replaced the terrific  Emmanuel Melford-Rose in the seventy-fifth minute and he too looked sharp. Hertford pulled a goal back in the seventy-seventh minute when some sloppy defending allowed the Hertford striker through on goal and he took his chance well. 77 minutes, 3-1. The ever-reliable Tommy Rann came on in the eightieth minute for Zampriglio Luca. 
The home side had further chances to extend their lead in the final ten minutes with Dan Pett and Alex Gaskell going close, but it wasn’t meant to be. As the final whistle was blown, the players and the management trio of Dean Barker, Mark Feely and Gary Simmonds were clearly very happy with the way they had battled for the badge, and produced some excellent football and goals for the supporters. The squad worked hard and deserved three points on the night to move themselves up a place in the table. All fourteen players used were superb, and Dean Barker was a proud Manager at the end of the game. Determining Hoddesdon’s  man-of-the-match was a hard task with all fourteen players deserving of the award, but for his non-stop work ethic, his excellent tackling and his great heading of a ball Adam Baylis shaded the decision. Adam is certainly a player the First Team management are looking at. The Hoddesdon Under-18 side now prepares for the massive Brian Hitchings Third Round Cup tie against AFC Dunstable at Lowfield on Wednesday 18th January. The winners will play Oxhey Jets away in the quarter finals. It is hoped the loyal Hoddesdon support, Committee members, all the managers from the Senior set up, Club players and members of the Club will turn up in force to support the young Lilywhites! 

Hoddesdon Town Under-18  11 02 12
Simon Bodian, Bradley Swaile, Jack Boskovic, Dan Pett, Dean Carroll,Adam Bayliss, Joe Bristow, Danny Barnes (Captain), Zampriglio Luca (Tommy Rann, 80), Emmanuel Melford-Rose (Akram Mohammed, 75), Scott Langley (Alex Gaskell, 70)














