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FIVE STAR HODDESDON RECORD AN IMPRESSIVE HOME WIN!
Hoddesdon Town’s Under-18 side hosted Tokyngton Manor ASDC in a Nemean Division contest at the home of football last Wednesday. The pitch at Lowfield was looking in good condition, and the brave souls that came out to support the boys on a bitterly cold December evening would have been impressed  with what was, especially in the first half, the best Under-18 performance of the season to date. 
The Hoddesdon Town team is gradually improving week by week, the lads being helped by playing together regularly, and by playing adult football. Seven sixteen year-old players have already featured at First Team level this season. With most of the current team being at Under-17 level,  the ambition is to win silverware next season, with this campaign being very much a learning curve for everyone involved.  Some of the football the boys produced in the first half was a joy to watch and the crowd thought they were sitting at home with their feet up watching Barcelona on Sky Sports! The crowd included First Team Assistant Manager Frank Piazza, newly appointed Reserve Team Manager Neil Conner, First Team player Tom Massey, the very supportive Graham Phillips who helps out  with the Under-18s admin. (his support being very much appreciated by the Under-18 management). Also at Lowfield were the ever loyal Jon Dean, and Pete Barker who never misses a game. 
All the loyal and committed Hoddesdon supporters who watched the game would have been very impressed with the spirit and determination the boys showed on the night. The Hoddesdon boys were fired up for the game after events that took place at Amersham two weeks earlier, and this certainly showed in the first half. Looking to improve the squad where and when he can, Dean Barker gave a full debut to Charlie Evans at right back, and two debutants Mason King and Peppe Quintile were on the bench. 
The Hoddesdon boys were in confident mood having been playing so well in recent weeks and this showed with their slick passing. The home side started on fire and took the lead in the twelfth minute when Connor Bancans was fouled thirty yards from goal. Up stepped MASON ELLIS for the free kick, and with his sweet left foot he rocketed the ball into the top corner! What a goal! 12 minutes, 1-0. 
The Lilywhites were enjoying the night and the football was a pleasure to watch. They went further in front in the twentieth minute when the outstanding Joe Godfrey took a corner from the left, the ball was flicked on by Dean Carroll at the near post and CONNOR BANCANS headed home. 20 minutes, 2-0. Hoddesdon were pressing hard all over the pitch and were testing the keeper from all areas. Mason Ellis, Dean Carroll, Joe Godfrey, Lorenzo Scibelli and Danny Barnes all had efforts on goal that were well saved by the giant Tokyngton Manor ‘keeper. 
The hosts continued the onslaught as the half progressed, and were three goals to the good just before the half hour when neat interplay between the lethal partnership of Joe Bristow and CONNOR BANCANS found the latter in space, and he finished the job in style.                      29 minutes, 3-0. JOE BRISTOW was then to get in the act in the thirty-sixth minute when a great through ball from Joe Godfrey found him in space, and on the half-volley he finished with aplomb. 36 minutes, 4-0. Hoddesdon had a chance to further increase their lead in the fortieth minute when Lorenzo Scibelli was fouled inside  the penalty area. Up stepped captain Danny Barnes, but his well taken penalty was superbly saved by the massive Tokyngton ‘keeper, who then did well to recover and save Dean Carroll’s follow-up effort. 

On the stroke of half time the Hoddesdon players switched off for a second, and to be fair the Tokyngton midfielder scored a brilliant goal from twenty yards out, giving ‘keeper Simon Bodian no chance of making a save. 45 minutes, 4-1. That was the last kick of the half and Hoddesdon were disappointed to go in having conceded with so little time left.
At half time the management did not have to say too much, very pleased with how the boys were playing, but stressing the need to keep that high level of performance in the second half, and not to get too over-confident. Having suffered an eye injury, the excellent Charlie Evans was replaced at half time, giving an opportunity to debutant Mason King. 
Hoddesdon started the second half brightly with goalkeeper Simon Bodian commanding his area well. Right back Mason King was soon getting stuck in and not giving the Tokyngton left winger any room in which to work. The ever improving Dean Carroll and the excellent-all- season Adam Baylis were looking solid as a pair against a lively and lanky Tokyngton front line, and left back Jack Boskovic, who has one of the best attitudes in the Club, was as solid as ever. Mason Ellis was back to his best on the left wing and Joe Godfrey was buzzing around having his best game of the season. The centre midfield pairing of little and large Lorenzo Scibelli and captain Danny Barnes were running a master class in midfield, and the potent strike force of Joe Bristow and Connor Bancans never gave the Tokyngton defence a second on the ball. 
Joe Bristow thought he had scored the fifth goal on the hour when a great cross from Mason Ellis saw him head a superb effort against the post and the ball was cleared to safety. Having worked his socks off and been unlucky not to score, livewire Lorenzo Scibelli was replaced in the sixty-fifth minute by the technically gifted John MacNamara. Tokyngton pulled a goal back in the seventy-second minute when some sloppy defending allowed the Tokyngton striker through on goal, and he took his chance well. 72 minutes, 4-2. 

Peppe Quintile was given his debut in the seventy-fifth minute, replacing Mason Ellis who had put in another committed shift  for his team mates. Hoddesdon then got what they deserved in the eightieth minute, their fifth and decisive goal. Joe Godfrey beat two defenders and was chopped down inside the Tokyngton penalty area. With the visitors’  ‘keeper and defenders telling CONNOR BANCANS he would miss, he confidently stepped up and slotted the ball into the net to secure his first hat-trick for Hoddesdon Town, a landmark he duly celebrated with his team mates. 80 minutes, 5-2. Whilst they came close again in the closing minutes, the Lilywhites could not add to the scoreline. 

The players, and Management trio of Dean Barker, Mark Feely and Gary Simmonds were clearly very happy at the end, with the boys having worked their socks off for the badge in producing some excellent goals and football for the supporters. They thoroughly deserved the three points on the night to consolidate their place in the table. 
All fourteen players used this evening, plus the other two of the squad, Alex Gaskell and Tommy Rann, were superb, and Dean Barker was a proud manager at the end of the game. Assessing the man-of-the-match was a hard decision between the superb Joe Godfrey and hat-trick hero Connor Bancans. The former was involved in most of the goals and good Hoddesdon attacking play and is showing his colleagues that by playing adult football improvement will come! However, for notching his first hat-trick for the Club and for his great work ethic Connor shaded the award. 

The Hoddesdon Under-18 squad now prepares for their next game which will be the fourth meeting this season with Paul Boxer's Cockfosters side on Thursday 15th December at Chalk Lane. It is a place where Under-18 manager Dean Barker has great memories. It is hoped the loyal Hoddesdon supporters, Committee members, all the managers from the Senior set up, Club players and members of the Club will again turn up in force to support the young Lilywhites of the future! 
Hoddesdon Town Under-18  07 12 11
Simon Bodian, Charlie Evans (Mason King, 46), Jack Boskovic, Lorenzo Scibelli (John MacNamara, 65), Dean Carroll,Adam Bayliss, Joe Godfrey, Danny Barnes (C), Joe Bristow, Connor Bancans, Mason Ellis (Peppe Quintile, 75)











