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HONOURS EVEN IN LOCAL DERBY!
Playing for the sixth successive Wednesday at Lowfield, Hoddesdon Town’s Under-18 side hosted local rivals St Margaretsbury Nemean Division last evening. Overall, the Hoddesdon lads were disappointing and lacked the spark which they had shown in their last two games. 
Once again there was a large crowd at the game, with the boys obviously impressing the faithful the week before, and attracting more through the gate this week with this being a local derby adding some spice to the contest. Gates at Lowfield appear to have increased since the locals expressed their opposition to the Lowfield extension! The large crowd included newly appointed First Team Assistant Manager Francesco Piazza, 'A' Team Manager Angelo Cappalonga, Under-18 Players’ Player of the year from last season, Ben Hart, and the committed George Nicolaou. Still on crutches with his broken metatarsal, Tom Massey also made the effort to come along and support the management and team.  

The regular Hoddesdon supporters would have been surprised how quiet and lacklustre the Hoddesdon boys were on such an important night for the Club. The game was always going to be a close contest, with all the lads knowing each other so well, and in the end both teams cancelled each other out in what turned into a bore draw. St. Margaretsbury appeared to be happy with a point from the start, and scored with their only shot on target in the whole game! The large crowd were expecting a serious tussle throughout with the team wanting it most coming out on top. The problem was on the night neither Hoddesdon or St Margaretsbury wanted to win the game enough. 
Under-18 Manager Dean Barker made three changes from the starting line up against Berkhamsted the week before. Nathan Feely came in for Adam Baylis who was at a music concert at the O2 arena, and he was sorely missed. Having both done so well both coming on early the week before Mason Ellis and Alex Gaskell were given the nod ahead of Scott Langley and John Macnamara, who were both on the bench. Joe Godfrey also returned to the squad. 
The Hoddesdon lads were in confident mood, and maybe they were over-confident having beaten St Margaretsbury so comfortably away from home. The first half did not live up to expectations, and both teams were surprisingly quiet, lacking the grit and determination needed to take control of the game. Hoddesdon had a few efforts on goal through Alex Gaskell and the battling Connor Bancans, but those who paid to come and watch the game  might have been better off watching Coronation Street then turning up for the second half.!

At half time a few stern words were had by the Hoddesdon Management, with too many of their players below par and not showing their potential. To their credit, the Hoddesdon lads came out after the break with all guns blazing, and showed what might have been. The home side totally dominated the second half, and had it not been for the St Margaretsbury ‘keeper making four or five outstanding saves the Lilywhites would surely have won the game. He was certainly the St Margaretsbury man of the match!

In the fiftieth minute Alex Gaskell suffered from cramp and was replaced by ball playing John Macnamara. Joe Bristow and Lorenzo Scibelli went close with efforts on goal but the goalkeeper was in no mood to let them in. Dean Barker made what proved to be an inspired substitution in the sixty-fifth minute, bringing on the pacey Joe Godfrey for the hardworking Tommy Rann who had been harshly cautioined in the first half. From a Danny Barnes free kick, Joe Godfrey found space in the visitors’ penalty area and with his first touch took the ball round his marker. He then rifled a shot towards the bottom corner, to which the St. Margaretsbury ‘keeper somehow got a hand, but the ball came out for CONNOR BANCANS to calmly slot home. He was delighted to have scored against his former club, claiming his second goal in just three games for Hoddesdon. 65 minutes, 1-0.  The Hoddesdon boys were ecstatic, and Connor and the rest of the boys celebrated the goal in the dugout with the rest of the management and playing squad. 
The defensive five of solid Simon Bodian (who for seventy minutes could have been relaxing in a deck chair!), the battling Jack Boskovic, the improving Dean Carroll, the returning Nathan Feely and the intriguing Mason Ellis, were in no danger, and Hoddesdon looked in control. Shortly after taking the lead, the home side should have gone further in front when Joe Bristow bulldozed his way through the St Margaretsbury defence and from fifteen yards hit a great effort  that the ‘keeper saved well. With Connor Bancans standing free inside the penalty area a simple pass may have been a better option. 
In the seventy-second minute, Hoddesdon were made to pay for their wasted chances when a free kick was needlessly conceded in the corner. The home defence  failed to clear the ball properly, and from twenty-five yards the St Margaretsbury winger smashed the ball home with the visitors’ only shot on target throughout the game! 72 minutes, 1-1. 

Scott Langley was brought on to replace the unusually quiet Lorenzo Scibelli showing he had already played earlier in the day. Scott impressed when he came on with his nifty footwork and great touch on the wing. In the remaining 10 minutes Hoddesdon had two or three golden opportunities to win the game but could not get past the inspired St Margaretsbury keeper!
The management trio of Dean Barker, Mark Feely and Gary Simmonds were surprised with the lack of fight shown, and the lads appeared to have gone back to old ways. Hopefully they will have learned a lesson from this game. On a positive note, Hoddesdon remain unbeaten in three games but the lads must learn an opponent or game cannot be taken for granted, as the First Team recently found out to their cost when they played Sun Postal. The boys worked hard, but when an away team comes to a ground content to earn a draw a lot more quality has to be shown in order to break them down. 
All 14 players used tonight tried hard, but for his work rate, his never-say-die attitude, his physical attributes, and of course his goal against his old club, the ever-improving Connor Bancans took the man-of-the-match award. 
Hoddesdon Town’s Under-18s now prepare for their next game which is the tough Colwyn Cup away trip against the huge Southern Premier Division Club Hemel Hempstead Town. In the top Division of Under-18 football, the club plays at a lovely stadium, and the lads will certainly have to raise their standards for that trip or face a long, frustrating evening. As they showed against Berkhamsted, on their day and in a one-off cup game the lads can pull it off! The tie is away next THURSDAY 17th November, with 7.45pm kick off. Everyone involved with the Under-18 side is looking forward to the game, and the opportunity to play at such a lovely stadium under floodlights! Those opportunities do not come along in Sunday League Uner-18 park football! Hopefully the loyal Hoddesdon supporters, Committee Members, all the managers from the Senior set up, Club players and members of the club will turn up in large numbers to support the young Lilywhites. With the First Team at home to Langford on Tuesday and the Reserve Team away to Potton United on Wednesday, perhaps there will be no Thursday training as an excuse not to go!! 

Hoddesdon Town Under-18  09 11 11
Simon Bodian, Tommy Rann (Joe Godfrey, 65), Jack Boskovic, Danny Barnes (C), Nathan Feely, Dean Carroll, Alex Gaskell (John MacNamara, 50), Lorenzo Scibelli (Scott Langley, 75), Joe Bristow, Connor Bancans, Mason Ellis














