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BRISTOW HAT-TRICK SENDS BERKO CRASHING OUT!
Hoddesdon Town’s Under-18 lads once again hosted top Division side Berkhamsted in the Brian Hitchings Cup First Round on Wednesday evening. The Hoddesdon team was excellent from start to finish, and to see the lads performing like that for a second successive week was very pleasing on the eye. 
There was a large crowd at the game with the boys obviously impressing the faithful the week before and attracting more through the gate this week. The assembled throng included the ever-enthusiastic Reserve Team manager Francesco Piazza, who never misses a game or training session at the club, Chairman Roger Merton and injured First Team and Under-18 Player of the Year from last season Tom Massey. The loyal and committed Hoddesdon supporters would have been very proud of the boys on the night. 
The game was always likely to be a close contest, with both teams having met only a few weeks ago in a tie that was abandoned after eighty-four minutes due to a serious injury to Nathan Jose who is now thankfully recovering. Berkhamsted came into the game as favourites, playing as they do in the top Division of the SCFYL, and are quickly becoming a big club in Non-League football having re-formed only three years ago. However, as the crowd found out, on any particular night in a cup game the underdogs can spring a surprise.
Under-18 manager Dean Barker made two changes from the superb performance against table-topping Waltham Abbey the previous week, bringing in Connor Bancans for the injured Joe Godfrey, making his full Under-18 debut having come off the bench to score against Waltham Abbey.  Scott Langley also made his first start for the Under-18 side, replacing the rested Mason Ellis who had already played for the Tottenham Hotspur Foundation Academy earlier in the day. 
The Hoddesdon boys were in confident mood and showed what it means to be at home by taking the game to Berkhamsted from the start. Connor Bancans had a great chance in the fifth minute when Jack Boskovic made a crunching tackle to win the ball in midfield and put an excellent pass through the Berkhamsted defence. Bancans raced towards the goal, but from a tight angle his effort went just wide. Hoddesdon continued to press their higher Division opponents all over the pitch, and both Dean Carroll and Danny Barnes went close with efforts on goal. 
Hoddesdon were forced into two earlier changes in the twenty-fifth and  thirtieth minutes when both John MacNamara and Scott Langley pulled up with an injury. Substitutes Mason Ellis and Alex Gaskell came on and were excellent throughout, showing a great attitude towards their team mates and management with total commitment. The hero on the night was Joe Bristow and, having kept faith with him, Dean Barker got his reward as the first half drew to a close. Ten minutes before the break, a great through ball from Mason Ellis sent JOE BRISTOW one-on-one with the ‘keeper, and he calmly slotted the ball home to send the Hoddesdon faithful wild! Joe was buzzing and ran past all his team mates like Usain Bolt to jump on and cuddle his manager!! 35 minutes,1-0. Hoddesdon kept the ball well for the remaining ten minutes of the half to take a crucial lead into the break. 
A positive and encouraging team talk was had at half time by the Hoddesdon management, very pleased with the team and their continued progress from the week before. The players and management are getting to know each other much better, and this showed with the performance in the first half when the boys showed of what they had been capable. However, it was only half time and there was still much to do to win the tie. 

As would have been expected from a Berkhamsted team,  the visitors came out all guns blazing and took the game to Hoddesdon from the start of the second half. The home side  had to withstand a huge amount of pressure. The defensive five of ‘mad dog’ Simon Bodian, a goalkeeper learning all the time from playing with Frank in the Reserves, the never-say-die Jack Boskovic, the rock which is Dean Carroll who is getting fitter and improving with every game, the superstar Adam Baylis who has found his position at the heart of the defence, and the tough tackling Tommy Rann were all excellent. Berkhamsted did equalise in the sixty-second minute when a slip at the back allowed a Berkhamsted player to hit a superb effort from twenty yards, and find the net with a great finish. 62 minutes, 1-1. 
A few weeks ago the Hoddesdon lads’ heads would have dropped, and they would have given up, but with coach Gary Simmonds demanding the players respond they certainly listened. The boys then showed exactly what is needed to win a game of football at this level - plenty of heart! Captain and fantastic leader Danny Barnes kept on battling in the midfield and never stopped running throughout, whilst Lorenzo Scibelli, playing in the centre of the midfield,  was spraying the ball around for fun. The only surprise was the game remained as a draw. 
Connor Bancans was working his socks off up front and was unlucky not to get on the scoresheet. Through sheer hard work, and some ‘route one’ football Hoddesdon finally regained  the lead in the seventieth minute.  A long kick from ‘keeper Simon Bodian cleared the midfield area and allowed JOE BRISTOW to race through again. With his confidence now sky high he took a touch and finished the opportunity with aplomb. 70 minutes, 2-1.

Hoddesdon still needed that decisive third goal to make the tie safe. They finally notched it in the seventy-seventh minute when an excellent cross from Lorenzo Scibelli found the head of JOE BRISTOW inside the penalty area and he firmly planted the ball into the top corner of the net. 77 minutes, 3-1. It was a great team goal and Joe had got what he deserved his hat-trick! The whole team celebrated the goal, and it showed the management have now instilled in this set of boys a sense of togetherness and an ethic that means everyone will get an opportunity.
The final change to the line-up was made in the seventy-eighth minute when Akram Mohammed came on for his debut, and he looked very lively with his nifty footwork. The boys saw out the remaining minutes and could have increased their lead further but it mattered little because the game was already well won.  
The management trio of Dean Barker, Mark Feely and Gary Simmonds were very happy at the end as opponents Berkhamsted knew they had been in a tough contest for ninety minutes. Overall, Hoddesdon deserved to go through to the next Round in which they will be at home to AFC Dunstable, who pulled off the shock of the previous Round by beating  a side from Conference Club Luton Town. A tough game is therefore in prospect. Berkhamsted certainly will not relish a return to Lowfield any time soon with the Hoddesdon Town First Team also having beaten Berkhamsted’s First Team at the home of football in the FA Vase earlier in the year! 
The Hoddesdon boys were tonight not scared to put their foot in where it hurt, and the squad of sixteen players stuck together throughout, on and off the pitch. The fourteen players used worked hard and any one of them could have received the man-of-the-match award, but for his work rate, his never-say-die attitude, his physical attributes, his heading and of course his first hat-trick for the Under-18s, the loveable Joe Bristow was the obvious choice. 
The Hoddesdon Under-18 team now prepares for the next game, which is the massive local derby at home to St Margaretsbury, beaten 4-2 by the Lilywhites earlier this season. The Bury will want their revenge, so the Hoddesdon boys will have to be prepared for the game, and will need to keep up the high standards they have set in the last two games. Manager Dean Barker will have a headache with his squad selection as there are players coming back from injury who are ready to re-join the squad, but the current team has been superb in recent weeks, and only time will tell if it all pans out for the Under18 side! Strangely enough, everyone wants to play against St Margaretsbury! The game is at  Lowfield next Wednesday evening, 9th November, with kick-off at 7 45 p.m. Everyone involved with the Under-18 side cannot  wait for the game! We hope the loyal Hoddesdon support, Committee members, all the managers from the senior set up, Club players and members of the Club will turn up in large numbers to support the Lilywhites! 
Hoddesdon Town Under-18  05 11 11
Simon Bodian, Tommy Rann (Akram Mohammed, 78), Jack Boskovic, Danny Barnes (C), Dean Carroll, Adam Baylis, Lorenzo Scibelli, John Macnamara (Mason Ellis, 25), Joe Bristow, Connor Bancans, Scott Langley (Alex Gaskell, 30)














