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COMMITTED HODDESDON YOUNGSTERS COME ALIVE!

Hoddesdon Town’s Under-18 side hosted table topping Waltham Abbey at home in the Nemean Division on Tuesday evening. The Hoddesdon lads were superb and it was as if the team had a brand new squad of sixteen players! There was a decent sized crowd at the game, including Reserve Team manager Francesco Piazza, the loyal and supportive Jon Dean and the Under-18 captain from last year, Neal Rowe, who never forgets his roots and where his career began. 
The loyal and committed Hoddesdon followers were very proud of the boys on the night, the game was always going to be a battle, as it tends to be in a local derby, and Hoddesdon seemed to want to win the contest more. 
Under-18 manager Dean Barker made changes from the defeat against Codicote the previous week, bringing back in Tommy Rann, Joe Godfrey and the workhorse Joe Bristow fresh from getting the man-of-the-match accolade for Angelo Cappalonga’s 'A' Team the previous Saturday. 

The first half started with the Hoddesdon players having strike after strike on goal. The boys were looking good and Danny Barnes and Adam Baylis in particular appeared up for the game. However, it was Waltham Abbey who took the lead in the twenty-fifth minute, against the run of play, when a defensive error allowed the visitors’ striker to ghost in and finish with aplomb. 25 minutes, 0-1. 

In previous weeks Hoddesdon would have dropped their heads and given up, but in this game it was a different story. The boys came back at the Abbey again, and the fantastic Lorenzo Scibelli was causing all sorts of problems for the visitors’ defence. Joe Bristow and Joe Godfrey had good efforts on goal which produced decent saves from the Waltham Abbey ‘keeper. 
Hoddesdon had to make a change in the thirty-fifth minute when the injured John MacNamara had to be replaced by Connor Bancans, making his debut for the Lilywhites and who was to have a major say in the end result! 
A positive and encouraging team talk was had by the Hoddesdon management at half time, very pleased with the raising of standards from last week, and the boys showing what they had been capable of. The team as a whole was showing all the necessary fight and commitment needed in an adult football match. 
Five minutes after the break  Hoddesdon deservedly equalised, when lovely interplay between Joe Godfrey and Joe Bristow sent CONNOR BANCANS through on goal. He took a great touch past a defender and then coolly rounded the Waltham Abbey ‘keeper to find the back of an empty net. 50 minutes, 1-1. All the boys and management were ecstatic, and the celebration with all the boys running over to Connor showed great team spirit for a great goal!
By now Hoddesdon were on fire and pressing their shell-shocked top of the table opponents all over the pitch. The hosts then created chance after chance, with a sixty-eighth minute effort from Lorenzo Scibelli particularly impressive. He took a touch from a pass and from twenty-five yards crashed a shot against the crossbar.

 The defensive five of the demanding Simon Bodian, learning all the time from playing adult football, the committed Jack Boskovic who never lets anyone down, the solid Dean Carroll and the great attitude of a footballer which is Tommy Rann were excellent. Mason Ellis is wonder left foot was back on show and the boys were a pleasure to watch. Captain and fantastic leader Danny Barnes kept on battling in midfield and never stopped running throughout. The only surprise was the game remained as a draw. 
Late changes were made with the determined-to-do-well Scott Langley and another player making his debut, Charlie Evans, being given a run out. 
A win in this game would not have flattered the Hoddesdon players, but in the end the lads had to settle for a 1-1 draw.

The management trio of Dean Barker, Mark Feely and Gary Simmonds were very happy at the end as a good higher level opposition in the Football pyramid team in Waltham Abbey knew they had been in a game for 90 minutes. The boys tonight were not scared to put their foot in where it hurt, and all sixteen players stuck together throughout, on and off the pitch. All fourteen players used worked hard, and any one of them could have received the man-of-the- match award. For his work rate, his excellent tackling, his flair on the wing, his heading and his forward runs Lorenzo Scibelli won his second accolade of the season. 
Hoddesdon now prepare for their next game which is the re-arranged Brian Hitchings Trophy First Round tie against Berkhamsted which was abandoned late in the game a couple of weeks ago when Nathan Jose picked up a serious injury. He is now recovering well and was at the game to support his colleagues. The tie is at Lowfield, the home of football next Wednesday, 2nd November, with a 7.45pm kick off. 

With Stansted pulling out of the Nemean Division, the Hoddesdon players will be looking for a win to progress, so the season for them is not finished by Christmas. We hope the loyal Hoddesdon support, Committee members and fellow club players will turn up once again in large numbers to support the Lilywhites! 
Hoddesdon Town Under-18 26 10 11
Simon Bodian, Tommy Rann, Jack Boskovic (Scott Langley, 75), Danny Barnes (C), Dean Carroll, Adam Baylis, Lorenzo Scibelli, John Macnamara (Connor Bancans, 35), Joe Bristow, Joe Godfrey (Charlie Evans, 80), Mason Ellis














