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                                                 WOEFUL HODDESDON FALL SHORT!
Hoddesdon Town’s Under-18 side hosted Codicote last Wednesday in the Nemean Division of the SCFYL. The Hoddesdon team were below par throughout and went back to their old ways, especially in the second half against a strong and physical Codicote side. 
There was a decent sized crowd at the game, including 'A' Team Manager Angelo Cappalonga. The loyal and committed Hoddesdon supporters would have been disappointed with the boys on the night. The game was always going to be a battle, and Codicote seemed to want to win the contest more. 
Under-18 manager Dean Barker made four changes from the abandoned game against Berkhamsted the week before. Simon Bodian was back in goal for the injured Ryan Pells, Nathan Feely came in for Tommy Rann, Adam Baylis was preferred to Joe Godfrey and Alex Gaskell replaced Joe Bristow up front following his lack of discipline getting sent off the week before. 
The first half started with the Codicote striker missing an open goal, and Codicote were to remain wasteful in front of goal in the first half, the Hoddesdon players being unable to get to grips with the game. Mason Ellis pulled a hamstring and had to be replaced in the thirty-fifth minute by Joe Godfrey. 

Surprisingly, and against the run of play,  Hoddesdon went into the break a goal to the good.  Two minutes before the break Alex Gaskell beat his Codicote marker for pace and was brought down inside  the penalty area. Up stepped captain Danny Barnes to calmly slot the ball home and put Hoddesdon in front. 43 minutes, 1-0. 
A positive and encouraging team talk was had at half time by the Hoddesdon management but it failed to have an effect as the lads metaphorically failed to come out of the changing rooms in the second half! The players were off their game and lacked any sort of fight needed for a battle. In the space of 30 second half minutes Codicote established an unassailable 4-1 lead. 

Changes late in the game were made by the hosts with Kyhan Ahmet and Tommy Rann being brought on. To be fair to these two boys the game was over, but least they showed a bit of commitment. A consolation goal was pulled back in the eighty-fifth minute when the hard working Alex Gaskell was again fouled inside the penalty area, and the outstanding leader of the team, Danny Barnes, scored his second penalty of the night. 85 minutes, 2-4. 
The management trio of Dean Barker, Mark Feely and Gary Simmonds were not best pleased at the end, keeping the boys in the changing room for an hour after the game to discuss what went wrong. Lessons need to be learned by this team, they are a year younger than the level at which they are playing,  but sometimes a bit of grit and determination has to be shown in football. In this game, there seemed to be a reluctance to put in tough tackles, one element of the game in which their opponents excelled. 
All the fourteen players used worked hard, but sometimes in football that is not enough. The man-of-the-match award was an easy  decision to make, with only Danny Barnes and Nathan Feely really in contention. These two boys were the only Under-18 players involved with the First Team the night before against Cranfield Utd.. For his work rate, his excellent tackling, his forward runs and his two well taken penalties, captain Danny Barnes won his third man-of-the-match award of the season. 
Hoddesdon now prepare for their next League game against top of the table and unbeaten Waltham Abbey at Lowfield next Wednesday night, 26th October, with a 19 45 kick-off. The Hoddesdon players will have to be on top form if they want even a point from the game. The message has to be, stick with it, it’s a long season, and they will surely play a lot better, as a  loyal Hoddesdon fan reminded the management last night! Hopefully he will be right. It is hoped the loyal Hoddesdon supporters will once again turn up in large numbers to support the Lilywhites of tomorrow! 
Hoddesdon Town Under-18 19 10 11
Simon Bodian, Jamie Burridge, Jack Boskovic (Tommy Rann, 60), Danny Barnes (C), Nathan Feely, Dean Carroll, Lorenzo Scibelli, Adam Baylis, Alex Gaskell, John Macnamara Khyan Ahmet, 65), Mason Ellis (Joe Godfrey, 35)














