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MARKING TIME IN THE MIDDLE OF THE TABLE
Last place Conestoga Condors upset Seneca Sting 5-4 in Kitchener last week, leaving the Ontario bronze medalists right back where they started in early September.

After knocking off the defending playoff champion St. Clair Saints right on their home field in the season opener, Sting had hopes of moving up at least one notch. The fixture list’s hectic Week Four has left those hopes dashed.  
Playing four matches in as many days, Seneca’s women’s fastball side lost three and find themselves lodged in third place. The lone home match in that stretch was a 7-6 win over Mohawk Mountaineers on 2 October. To ensure third spot and a playoff tournament bye, Sting now need to win at least one of two road outings later this week. The side takes the short trek along the Lake Ontario shoreline to play Mohawk twice in nearby Hamilton on 7 October.   
The week’s other road trip was 3 October for rainout replays at Durham. Fielding an injury-depleted minimum nine-player lineup, with no substitutes, Sting fell 5-2 and 11-1. The win over Mohawk was notable in that Sting let slip a 5-0 lead before rallying in the final inning with winning pitcher Amanda Boismier breaking a 6-6 tie with her bat. 
The reverse was the case in the loss to Conestoga as the home side jumped ahead 5-0 early. Sting rallied late to score four from four consecutive hits, including back to back triples, but the comeback fell short. Conestoga were deserving winners on the strength of righthander Amy Strasser, their new starting pitcher who held Sting hitless through four innings.

Nothing comes easily in this quickly-played, strategy-filled bat and ball sport with its unpredictability and ongoing learning moments.   
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