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SERIOUS INJURY MARS GREAT LILYWHITES PERFORMANCE!
Hoddesdon Town’s Under-18 side hosted Berkhamsted in the Brian Hitchings Cup First Round on Wednesday evening. The Hoddesdon lads were outstanding, especially in the second half, against a team two Divisions above them in the SCFYL. There was a decent sized crowd at the game including First Team Manager Andy Crawford and Reserve Team Manager Frank Piazza. The loyal and committed Hoddesdon supporters should have been very proud with the boys on the night. 
The game was always going to be a battle and a very tough encounter between what turned out to be two very equal standard teams. Under-18 Manager Dean Barker made two changes from the defeat against Cockfosters the previous week, Ryan Pells coming in for rested Simon Bodian, and John MacNamara replacing the injured Adam Baylis. 
The first half was an uneventful affair, with both teams having a lot of possession but not finding the clinical finish. Both teams huffed and puffed without doing too much. Chances on goal were few and far between with Hoddesdon having a few long range efforts from Mason Ellis and Joe Bristow. 
A positive and encouraging team talk was given by the Hoddesdon Management at half time, they were happy with the commitment from the lads but wanted that little bit more in the second half. The team was reminded to keep the ball, and good movement would enable them to get behind the Berkhamsted defence. 
Five minutes into the second half the team talk went totally out of the window when the hard working Joe Bristow picked up two petty yellow cards. Remembering this is only Under-18 football, a sharp dressing down for the second offence would have been sufficient  to keep sixteen-year-old Joe in line, but the Referee seemed intent on applying the letter of the Law and Joe received a second caution and a sending-off. 

Whilst Hoddesdon found themselves reduced to ten players, it actually seemed to work in their favour. The boys showed exactly what they are about, and for only the second time this season showed their true colours. The Lilywhites were outstanding, totally dominating all areas of the pitch, and Berkhamsted could not get close to their hosts thanks to quick one-two touch passing and movement. Hoddesdon wingers Mason Ellis and First Team squad player Lorenzo Scibelli were causing all sorts of problems for the Berkhamsted full backs. Brilliant captain Danny Barnes, the ever-willing Joe Godfrey and talented John MacNamara were unplayable in midfield, and the defensive five of confident goalkeeper Ryan Pells, Dean Carroll, the excellent Jack Boskovic, the outstanding Jamie Burridge and bullish Tommy Rann won every challenge. 
Hoddesdon nearly took the lead in the sixty-fifth minute when a superb free kick from captain Danny Barnes hit the crossbar and bounced to safety. Hoddesdon were putting more and more pressure on the Berkhamsted defence and went close on four or five occasions, with shots from Joe Godfrey, John MacNamara, Jamie Burridge and Dean Carroll all going close.
 Hoddesdon made their first substitution in the sixty-eighth minute, bringing on loyal Nathan Jose for the committed Dean Carroll. Khyan Ahmet was given a debut in the seventy-sixth minute replacing wing wizard Mason Ellis who had played alongside Joe Godfrey for the Tottenham Hotspur F.C. Foundation team earlier in the day. Joe Godfrey was also a credit to the Hoddesdon cause. 
With extra time looming, the game changed in the eight-fourth minute. Nathan Jose was shielding the ball out of play for a goal kick in the right hand corner when a Berkhamsted player took him out from behind. A foul fair enough, but Nathan was in serious agony on the floor, everyone running over to see how he was, but he couldn’t move. An ambulance was needed. With Nathan down on the floor, in serious pain and unable to get to his feet, the Match Officials decided to abandon the game. He had to wait over an hour for the ambulance to turn up at Lowfield! 
The management foursome of Dean Barker, Mark Feely, Gary Simmonds and Tom Massey were very pleased with the boys on the night. Lessons were learned from the previous week and all the players took on board the information given out at half time. All fourteen players worked hard and were a credit to Hoddesdon Town. The man-of-the-match award was a hard decision to make with Danny Barnes, Joe Godfrey, Dean Carroll, Jack Boskovic, Lorenzo Scibelli and John Macnamara all putting in a hard and committed shift for the cause. For his work rate, his excellent tackling, his forward runs and never-say-die attitude throughout Jamie Burridge finally shaded the decision. 
The Berkhamsted re-match will be arranged at a later date. Hoddesdon now prepare for their next League game which is against a well organised and talented Codicote Under-18 side. Hoddesdon have already played against them twice this season, and will face them at Lowfield next Wednesday night, 19th October, with a 7.45pm kick-off. Under-18 Manager Dean Barker will be expecting the same commitment for a second successive week. It is hoped  to have both Nathan Feely and Adam Baylis’ returning to the squad for that game, and it is also hoped the loyal Hoddesdon support will turn up once again in large numbers to support the young Lilywhites! 
Everyone at the Club sends best wishes to Nathan Jose for a speedy and full recovery.
Hoddesdon Town Under-18 05 10 11
Ryan Pells, Jamie Burridge, Tommy Rann, John Macnamara, Jack Boskovic, Dean Carroll (Nathan Jose, 68), Lorenzo Scibelli, Danny Barnes (C), Joe Godfrey (Alex Gaskell, 78), Joe Bristow, Mason Ellis (Khyan Ahmet, 76)











