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LACKLUSTRE HODDESDON LOSE FIRST HOME GAME!
Hoddesdon Town’s Under-18 side hosted Cockfosters in their first home Nemean Division League game of the season last Wednesday. Overall, the Hoddesdon boys were sloppy, had no cutting edge and seemed to be a totally different team from the one that played at St. Margaretsbury the week before. 
The match was played at Lowfield , home of Hoddesdon Town, and there was a decent sized crowd at the game, including First Team Manager Andy Crawford and Reserve Team manager Frank Piazza. The loyal and committed Hoddesdon supporters would have been very disappointed with the boys on the night. The game was always going to be a battle on a tricky surface as the high bounce had to be taken into account. 
Under-18 manager Dean Barker made two changes from the win at St Margaretsbury, Tommy Rann coming in for injured captain Nathan Feely who picked up a knock the night before playing for the first team, and Joe Godfrey preferred up front,  having impressed for Angelo’s  'A' Team on Saturday.
 Hoddesdon actually started much better out of the two teams and totally dominated the first thirty-five minutes. On four or five occasions captain Danny Barnes delivered telling crosses into the penalty area, but no-one seemed to want to put their head in where it mattered. Hoddesdon were made to pay in the thirty-seventh minute, when sloppy defending allowed the Cockfosters striker to slot home at the back post. 35 minutes, 0-1. Hoddesdon switched off again three minutes later when the Cockfosters forward was given all the time in the world to fire past the hapless Simon Bodian in the Hoddesdon goal and suddenly from nowhere Hoddesdon were two goals behind. 38 minutes, 0-2. 
A few stern words were said at half time by the Hoddesdon management, very disappointed and angry that the team had switched off at the end of the first half. The boys were reminded it is no good being up for a local derby the week before because you are playing against your friends, you have to be up for every game of football you play in. 
Hoddesdon started brightly in the second half but again were missing that cutting edge up front. Hoddesdon wingers Mason Ellis and Lorenzo Scibelli finally started to want the ball and get involved in the game. Striker Joe Bristow was unusually quiet up front and lacking a little spark. Captain Danny Barnes, the busy Joe Godfrey, and Adam Baylis were trying to rally the boys on, and the defensive five of goalkeeper Simon Bodian, defenders Dean Carroll, Jack Boscvic, Jamie Burridge and Tommy Rann finally woke up and started to get stuck in against the tricky Cockfosters forwards. 
Hoddesdon made their first substitution in the sixtieth minute, bringing on the tall Alex Gaskell for Mason Ellis. Three minutes later Lorenzo Scibelli then had a good strike on goal that just went wide. John MacNamara was brought on the sixty-fifth minute for Joe Godfrey who had a tight hamstring having played for the Tottenham Hotspur F.C. Foundation team earlier in the day. 
Credit to Cockfosters they didn’t play the prettiest of football but they got stuck in and never stopped working throughout. Hoddesdon thought they had pulled a goal back in the sixty-eighth minute when a corner from Danny Barnes was headed against the post by the leaping Dean Carroll. Fifteen-year-old Nathan Jose replaced Dean Carroll in the 70th minute, Dean having suffered cramp after a hard working 70 minutes in defence. 
Hoddesdon finally got a bit of luck in the seventy-ninth minute when a Cockfosters defender committed a handball offence in the penalty area and the Referee awarded a penalty. Captain Danny Barnes stepped up and tucked away the kick. 79 minutes, 1-2. Hoddesdon finally came alive and put on an onslaught at the Cockfosters goal which created chances that went begging. With all the Hoddesdon players in a forward position, Cockfosters broke away in the ninetieth minute and their striker finished with aplomb to kill the game. 90 minutes, 1-3.
The management trio of Dean Barker, Mark Feely and Gary Simmonds were not best pleased at the end with the showing from this young but talented Hoddesdon team. Lessons will have to be learned if this group of players wants to improve and progress in football. All the fourteen players used worked hard but on the night  lacked that all important bit of quality and composure on the ball. The man-of-the-match was an easy decision to make with only Danny Barnes, Joe Godfrey and Dean Carroll putting in the necessary commitment. For his work rate, his well taken penalty and never-say-die attitude throughout, Danny Barnes was given the award. 
Hoddesdon now prepare for their next game which is a Brian Hitchings Cup tie against a well organised and talented Berkhamsted Under-18 side at Lowfield next Wednesday night, 12th October 2011. Kick-off is at 19 45 as usual.  Under-18 Manager Dean Barker will be hoping for, and expecting, a lot more from his players against higher level opposition, and new players will be brought into the squad for the game. We hope the loyal Hoddesdon support will once again turn up in large numbers to support the young Lilywhites, hopefully on the road to the final of the Brian Hitchings Cup later in the season! The winners have a mouth-watering home tie to look forward to against professional Blue Square Conference side Luton Town FC in the next Round. 

Hoddesdon Town U-18 05 10 11
Simon Bodian, Jamie Burridge, Tommy Rann, Adam Baylis, Jack Boskovic, Dean Carroll (Nathan Jose, 70), Lorenzo Scibelli,  Danny Barnes(C), Joe Godfrey (John MacNamara, 65), Joe Bristow, Mason Ellis (Alex Gaskell, 60).














