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OUTSTANDING HODDESDON WIN THE LOCAL DERBY!
Hoddesdon Town’s Under-18 side travelled the short distance to St Margaretsbury for a Nemean Division contest last Thursday. The young Lilywhites were excellent in this local derby and were a credit to the club. The match was played at St Margaretsbury FC on a decent pitch on a warm September evening, and there was an excellent crowd at the game, with the loyal and committed Hoddesdon supporters travelling the short distance to the game in large numbers. 
The game was played at a high tempo throughout, as you would expect in a local derby, and both teams made for excellent watching. Under-18 Manager Dean Barker gave a debut at the back to Dean Carroll, younger brother of First Team player Robbie, pairing him up with captain and First Team player Nathan Feely. 
St Margaretsbury came flying out of the blocks and took the lead in the second minute when Hoddesdon failed to properly  clear a corner, and The Bury’s striker slotted home. 2 minutes, 1-0. This was the wake-up call Hoddesdon needed and they went on to totally dominate the remainder of the first half. The visitors created five or six good chances, with Mason Ellis, Joe Bristow, Danny Barnes and Nathan Feely all going close with efforts on goal. The pressure finally told in the twenty-second minute when, from twenty-five yards out, the outstanding ADAM BAYLIS took a touch and fired the ball into the top corner with his weaker left foot. Great goal! 22 minutes, 1-1.  In the thirty-fifth minute Hoddesdon took the lead when a Mason Ellis corner was headed home by skipper NATHAN FEELY. 35 minutes, 1-2. The Hoddesdon boys were ecstatic and the whole team celebrated the goal showing a great team spirit within the young camp. 
Hoddesdon were passing and moving the ball quickly and a joy to watch. The team talk at half time was about continuing the good work and the boys were told to keep the ball and not be complacent. Hoddesdon continued were they had left off in the second half and put pressure on the St Margaretsbury defence. Hoddesdon wingers, the superb Mason Ellis and Lorenzo Scibelli were causing the St Margaretsbury full backs all sorts of problems. Striker Joe Bristow was strong, physical and looking very lively with his pace and movement up front. County player Danny Barnes, John Macnamara and Adam Baylis were controlling midfield and the defensive five of goalkeeper Simon Bodian, defenders Dean Carroll, ,Jack Boscvic, Jamie Burridge and captain Nathan Feely were getting stuck in and looking assured against the tricky St Margaretsbury forwards. 
Under-18 manager Dean Barker made his first substitution in the fifty-fifth minute bringing on the whippet that is Joe Godfrey for the hard working and talented John Macnamara. Credit to Hoddesdon they never stopped and went two goals ahead in the fifty-ninth minute when a JACK BOSKOVIC cross-cum-shot from twenty yards crept in at the far post for his first goal of the season.  59 minutes, 1-3. St Margaretsbury then fought back again and pulled one back in the sixty-third minute when Hoddesdon switched off from a corner and a home player headed home.  63 minutes, 2-3.
Dean Barker made his second substitution after sixty-five minutes, bringing on the pacey Alex Gaskell who replaced the hard working and loveable Joe Bristow. Hoddesdon went two goals in front again in the seventy-eighth minute when First Team squad player MASON ELLIS curled the ball into the bottom corner from twenty yards. What a great free kick with Mason’s sweet left foot! 78 minutes, 2-4. The final substitution came in the eightieth minute when loyal Tommy Rann was brought on for tough tacking Jamie Burridge. The final few minutes saw Hoddesdon totally dominating and with a little more composure they could have scored a couple more towards the end. 
The players, and the management trio of Dean Barker, Mark Feely and Gary Simmonds were very pleased with the performance and attitude throughout the side. All the fourteen players used were a credit to the Club in this local derby. Every player had given their all, and the Hoddesdon boys put in their best performance of the season to date. The man-of-the-match was a hard decision to make, with all 14 players used committed, a pleasure to watch and, most of all,  the boys stuck together as a team on the night. For his work rate, his excellent first goal and never-say-die attitude throughout the night Adam Baylis was given the award. Hoddesdon now prepare for their next League game as the young Under-16/Under-17 boys playing a year or two above take on Cockfosters F.C. Under-18 side at the home of football, Lowfield, next Wednesday night 5th October, with a  7.45pm kick-off. It will be the boys’ first home League game of the season. The two teams have met twice already this season in friendlies. Under-18 Manager Dean Barker will be hoping for a continued work ethic from his players as they seek to get another victory to add to this first impressive win as a group. The coaching staff and players look forward to welcoming former Under-18 Assistant Manager Paul Boxer back to Lowfield with his Cockfosters team. The players can’t wait for the game! We hope the loyal Hoddesdon support will turn up in large numbers to support the Lilywhites in their first home league game of the season!

Hoddesdon Town U-18 29 09 11
Simon Bodian, Jamie Burridge (Tommy Rann, 80), Jack Boskovic, John Macnamara (Joe Godfrey, 55), Nathan Feely (C),  Dean Carroll, Lorenzo Scibelli, Danny Barnes, Adam Baylis, Joe Bristow (Alex Gaskell, 65), Mason Ellis.











