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EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE EARNS YOUNG HODDY SIDE FIRST LEAGUE POINT!
Hoddesdon Town’s Under-18 travelled to Codicote’s alternative ‘home’ ground for their Nemean Division contest on Wednesday with a squad consisting of Under-16 and Under-17 players. Some of the Hoddesdon lads had never before played a competitive match under floodlights never mind at Under-18 level! This group of Hoddesdon boys will be together for two maybe three years and will learn a lot along the way. The boys were excellent last night and were a credit to the club. 
The game was played at Wodson Park Athletics Stadium (the least said about that ground for football the better!) on a cold September evening. There was a decent crowd in attendance with First Team manager Andy Crawford and Reserve Team manager Frank Piazza looking on, together with the Hoddesdon loyal support. The game was played at a high tempo throughout and both teams made for excellent watching. 
Under-18 manager Dean Barker gave a debut to three players, Ryan Pells in goal, Jamie Burridge at right back and John Macnamara in midfield. Hoddesdon started the brighter and took the lead in the fifteenth minute when debutant John Macnamara took one touch and from about twenty yards rifled the ball into the top corner. 15 minutes, 0-1. The Hoddesdon boys were ecstatic, and the whole team celebrated the goal showing a great team spirit within the young camp. Hoddesdon were pressing all over the pitch and showing the perfect response to last week’s poor FA Youth Cup performance. 
Codicote came back into the game as the first half drew on and they equalised in the thirty-second minute. The Hoddesdon defence had three opportunities to clear the ball from their defence, failed to do so and paid the price as the Codicote striker took his chance.               32 minutes, 1-1. Joe Bristow was working hard up front and nearly got his reward five minutes before half time when his effort on goal was well saved by the Codicote ‘keeper. 
Half Time 1-1. 
The Hoddesdon team talk at half time was about continuing the good work but staying switched on in defence. The Codicote management appeared not to be happy as their team talk at half time could clearly be heard through the wall and into the girls changing rooms in which Hoddesdon were based at the athletics stadium. 
After the break, Hoddesdon continued where they had left off and applied pressure to the Codicote defence. Hoddesdon wingers Mason Ellis and the superb Lorenzo Scibelli were causing the home full backs all sorts of problems and striker Joe Bristow was looking lively with his pace and movement up front. Danny Barnes, John Macnamara and Nathan Jose were controlling midfield and the defensive five of goalkeeper Ryan Pells, Tommy Rann, Jack Boskovic, Jamie Burridge and captain Nathan Feely (Feely fresh from playing for the First Team the night before)  were getting stuck in and looking assured against the very strong and physical Codicote attack. 
Credit to the Hoddesdon lads, they never stopped working, and they thought they had taken the lead again in the sixty-fifth minute when a Jack Boskovic strike was cleared off the line. There were three or four further chances for the Lilywhites in the final twenty minutes,  Lorenzo Scibelli and Danny Barnes both going close with shots at goal, and Nathan Feely having a header on goal from a corner in the seventy-seventh minute that went just wide.
Under-18 manager Dean Barker made his first substitution after seventy minutes, bringing on the pacey Joe Godfrey to replace the hard working Joe Bristow. Scott Langley then came on for the final fifteen minutes to replace First Team squad player Mason Ellis. The final substitution came in the eightieth minute when another pacey player,  Lee Scott, was brought on for goalscoring debutant John Macnanara. The final few minutes were end to end but neither team could find the winner! 
The players, together with the management trio of Dean Barker, Tom Massey and George Nicolau, were very pleased with the performance and attitude of the whole squad. All the fourteen players used were a credit to the club against a Codicote team that will win a lot of football matches at this level. Every player had given their all in what was their best performance of the season to date. The man-of-the-match award was a hard decision to make, with all fourteen players used battling for the badge, but for his never-say-die attitude and for terrorising the Codicote full back throughout the ninety minutes, Lorenzo Scibelli shaded the decision. 
Hoddesdon now prepare for their next League game, and the first of the season at home, as the young Under-16 and Under-17 lads take on Cockfosters at the home of football, Lowfield, on Wednesday 21st September, with kick-off at 7.45pm. The two teams have met already this season in a pre-season friendly. Under-18 manager Dean Barker will be hoping for a continuation of the work ethic from his players as they seek to get that first competitive victory as a team. The coaching staff and players look forward to welcoming back to Lowfield former Under-18 assistant manager Paul Boxer with his Cockfosters Team. The players cannot wait for the game! We hope the loyal Hoddesdon contingent will turn up in large numbers to support the Lilywhites in their first home game of the season as all the players and management appreciate it. 

Hoddesdon Town U-18 14 09 11
Ryan Pells, Jamie Burridge, Jack Boskovic, John Macnamara (Lee Scott, 80), Nathan Feely (C),Tommy Rann, Lorenzo Scibelli, Danny Barnes, Nathan Jose, Joe Bristow (Joe Godfrey, 70), Mason Ellis (Scott Langley, 75)











